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Basehall
vs. foothall

This is a time of year when
baseball and fnothall eompeie
Tor the fans’ attention. Thie
wapkend, 30
major league’
baseball
teams with
about 1,110
players are
trying to fig-
ure ot which
wwo will play |
in the World
Series begin-
ning Ovi. 21,

In just ?l:hi?
fifth week o
their 16-weck Anchy
geagon, 32 nmm
professional
football _
teams with about 2;112 players
are playing to determing who
will meet in the Super Bowl in
Miami on Feb. 4.

7d like to See p survey in
which Americans were
ta suy whather they are more
interested in basehall or foothall
— the World Series or the Super,
Bowl. I wounld then like to have
all the football fans and all the
husehall fans take 14 lests. I'm
pertain Ul foothall fans’ cumu-
lative acore would be far higher
than that of the baseball fans.

I am sa much mnore a football
fan than & baseball fan that I'm
not even sure which bageball
teame are most likely to ba in
the World Series this year. | al-
ways assume it will be the New
York Yankess, but not this year.

I don'l want to alienate all
the basehall fana who read this
column, but feolball 18 a bet-
tor game than baseball. Who-
ever worked out the idea thal
a fhothall team pat four tries ta

a genius, 1L creates drama on
every series of downe. If 2 team
dossn't make the 10 yards, they
have to lick ihe ball and that
produces a fow minutes of dra-
malic excitement when a player
from the oppodite team tries £o
run the ball back up the field.

Watching hazebull makes me
sieepy. | see the pitcher stand-
ing on the mound in front of the
batter and it 1akes him [orever
to throw the ball at the batter
He adjusts his sleeves, fugs on.
his cap, spits. kicks a hole in the
pitchers mounil with his spikes,
then throws the ball to fivst base
in an attempt to cateh the yan-
ner off base. 1 have never beon
watching a baschall game when
the piteher was suceessful in
getiing a runner out by eatthing
Tum off base.

The cateher makes some
signals in hie crotch with his
fingers that are meant to tell the
pitcher where to thry the ball.
Why. 1 alwnys sak imyeelf, is the
catcher supposed to know hetter
than the pitcher where o ihrow
it? Are pitchers dumber than
vatchers?

The vutfielders in a baseball

. game — left, right and cenler

— frequently play a whole game
writhont touching a balk.

At least half the time, the
pitcher doesn't throw the ball
anywhere nesr where the cateh-
er agke him (o throw it. Con-
trolling the flight of a baseball
precisely is difficult. Very often
ihe pitcher throws the ball inle

| the dirt, intu the hatter, over the

ontehers head or se close to the

* hatter’s head that the batter has

to drop into the dirt to aveid get-
ting heaned.

The shape of football is the
work of genins, It is made of
four pigskin pitiels, each one
of which ends in a puint. When
they are fitted over & rabber bal-
loon and the balloon is inflated,
the foothall becomes a perfect
fit for the hand of a player and
perfectly designed to sail evenly
through the air in the direction
it ie thrown. It can he kicked
almest as accurately as it cen be
thrown when the ball is dropped
by the kicker in such a manner
ns to have the inverse shape of
the arch meet the oblals shape
of the forthall.
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the game of baseball?
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